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Catalog Description:  This course introduces the Federal, State, and local laws that regulate emergency services, national standards influencing emergency services, standard of care, tort, liability, and a review of relevant court cases.
List the Major Course Segments (Units)                                    Contact Lt Hrs            Contact Lab Hrs

The Legal System of the United States
5
Civil vs. Criminal
4

Tort Liability
3
Negligence
4

Judicial System
4
Federal Laws and the Fire Service
4
Employee Relations
3
Fire Prevention and Fire Codes
4
Mutual Aid
3
Hazardous Materials
4
Volunteers/Contracts
3
Arson
4
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	Quizzes
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	Exams
	X
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	Lab Work
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	X
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Textbook:               Title:  
Fire Service Law



Author:
Lawrence Bennett

Publisher:
Prentice Hall-Pearson Education

Volume/Edition:
1st Edition

Copyright Date:
2008
Major Course Segment

   Hours


Learning Outcomes
	
	
	Student will be able to:


	The Legal System of the United States
	5
	Define the different types of laws, explain their basic differences, and how the law functions in society


	Civil vs. Criminal
	4
	Define the difference between civil and criminal acts pertaining to emergency services


	Tort Liability
	3
	Define the liabilities of firefighters


	Negligence
	4
	Discuss negligence in an emergency setting


	Judicial System
	4
	Become familiar with legal decisions that has or will affect the fire service


	Federal Laws and the Fire Service
	4
	Become familiar with federal, state, and local laws, which regulate or influence emergency services
Discuss the scope of the civil rights act
Explain the purpose of labor and employment laws


	Employee Relations
	3
	Define discrimination and identify areas of potential discrimination in the emergency service
Identify, explain and discuss the legalities of entrance requirements, residency, grooming, and drug testing
Discuss the parameters and explain the basic intent of the American Disabilities Act, Fair Labor Standards Act, and Family Medical Leave Act


	Fire Prevention and Fire Codes
	4
	Discuss the differences between building codes and fire codes
Explain the role and purpose of national codes and standards concerning their legal influence


	Mutual Aid
	3
	Define and explain mutual aid


	Hazardous Materials
	4
	Explain the local emergency response plan and standard operating guidelines


	Volunteers/Contracts
	3
	Discuss the organization and legal structure of the fire department


	Arson
	4
	Describe how to recognize evidence that would suggest that a fire was deliberately set


Course Outcomes: Upon successful completion of the course, the student will be able to:

· Discuss the organization and legal structure of the fire department.

· Discuss negligence in an emergency setting.

· Explain the purpose of national codes and standards.   

